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QY) What Does “Numbers” Mean? )
The word Numbers comes from the two times
the people of Israel were counted in this book.
God commanded Moses to take a census of the
nation. This counted the men able to go to war
and helped organize the tribes. But Numbers is
about much more than counting people. It is
the story of a people traveling through the
wilderness, learning to trust God, failing many
times, and seeing that God remains faithful.

Who Wrote Numbers?
The human author of Numbers is traditionally
believed to be Moses. Moses likely wrote
Numbers around 1440 to 1400 BC during
Israel’s wilderness journey. God guided Moses
by the Holy Spirit so these events and teachings
were written truthfully.
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Q¥) What Was Happening at the Time? ()

Israel had been rescued from slavery in Egypt.
They had received God’s Law at Mount Sinai.
The tabernacle had been built, and God’s
presence was with them. Now it was time to
travel toward the land God promised to
Abraham and his descendants. But the journey

became a time of testing.

e Would they trust God or complain?

e Would they obey or rebel?
e Would they believe His promises or fear

their enemies?

Numbers tells that story.
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Q) Main Theme of Numbers Q)
Numbers shows that:
e God is faithful
e People often doubt and rebel
e Unbelief has consequences
e God guides His people

e God disciplines those He loves

e God keeps His promises despite human
weakness

This book is about walking with God between
deliverance and promise.
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) Key Stories in Numbers (%

1. The Twelve Spies

Twelve men explored the Promised Land.
Ten returned in fear. Two, Joshua and Caleb,
trusted God.Because of unbelief, Israel
wandered forty years in the wilderness.

2. Manna and Complaining

God provided food daily, yet the people still
complained. This showed how quickly hearts
forget blessings.

3. Korah’s Rebellion

Some challenged Moses and Aaron’s leadership.
God judged the rebellion and defended the
leaders He had appointed.

Redicatlly Rooted Prinisiries



Numbers: The Book of Wilderness Testing and

God’s Faithfulness
OO\ ¥ W

) Key Stories in Numbers (%

4. Moses Strikes the Rock

God told Moses to speak to the rock, but in
anger he struck it.Because of disobedience,
Moses would not enter the Promised Land.

5. The Bronze Serpent

When poisonous snakes came because of sin,
God told Moses to lift up a bronze serpent.
Those who looked in faith were healed.

6. Balaam and the Donkey

God used a donkey to stop the prophet Balaam
and speak truth.This shows God can use
anything He chooses.
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QY)  simple Outline of Numbers ()

Chapters 1to 10
e Preparation for the journey
e The people are counted
e The camp is organized
e |evites are assigned duties
e The nation prepares to move

Chapters 11 to 20
e Failures in the wilderness
e Complaining about food
e Rebellion against Moses
e Twelve spies sent into Canaan
e Forty years of wandering
e Moses strikes the rock
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QY)  simple Outline of Numbers ()

Chapters 21 to 25
e Victory and danger
e God gives victories over enemies
e Bronze serpent lifted up
e Balaam and the donkey
e Temptation into sin with Moab

Chapters 26 to 36
e Preparation for the next generation
e Second census
e Joshua chosen as leader
e |Laws and land instructions
e Ready to enter Canaan
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QY) How Numbers Points to Jesus ()

Numbers contains many pictures of Jesus
€ hIST:

1. The Bronze Serpent

Those bitten by snakes were healed by looking
in faith.Jesus said this pointed to Him being
lifted up on the cross so people may have life.

2. Manna in the Wilderness

God fed Israel with bread from heaven.
Jesus is the true Bread of Life.
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QY) How Numbers Points to Jesus ()

3. The Rock in the Wilderness
God brought water from the rock.
Christ gives living water to thirsty souls.

4. Faithful Leader
Moses led imperfectly.
Jesus is the perfect Shepherd who never fails.

5. The Promised Land

Canaan pictured rest and inheritance.
Jesus brings eternal rest and a better
Inheritance.
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Unbelief Is Dangerous

God had already proven His power, yet many still
doubted.

Complaining Reveals the Heart

Grumbling often shows forgotten gratitude.

God Is Patient

Israel failed repeatedly, yet God continued to guide
them.

Discipline Can Be Mercy

God corrected His people to teach and protect
them.

Faith Moves Forward

Joshua and Caleb saw the same giants as everyone
else, but they trusted God.

God Keeps His Word

The first generation failed, but God still brought the
next generation to the edge of the land.
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Numbers answers questions people still ask:

e Why does the journey with God sometimes

feel hard?

e What happens when fear controls me?

e Can God still use people who fail?

e Why does God discipline His people?

e Will God stay faithful when | struggle?

Numbers says yes. Even in the wilderness, God
remains present and faithful.

Key Verse
“The Lord is longsuffering, and of great mercy,
forgiving iniquity and transgression.”
Numbers 14:18
This verse shows both God’s mercy and His
justice.
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QQ Insight in Simple Words QQ

Numbers is the story of believers between
rescue and promise.Egypt was behind them.
Canaan was ahead of them. The wilderness was
In between. That is where many people live
spiritually. Saved, but still learning trust. Free,
but still fighting fear. Moving forward, but
slowly. Numbers teaches that the journey
matters because God shapes people there.

One Sentence Summary
Numbers is the story of God leading His people
through the wilderness, exposing unbelief,
teaching trust, and remaining faithful every

step of the way.
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